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usually on one side only. He would like to know more about
these bands. When seen during life they looked very different
from what they appeared after death. Most of the cases
brought up against him were too far gone before operation, and
the surgeon should recollect that, at all events, the patient
cannot be in worse plight after the operation than before. The
great rules as to diagnosis he considered to be the sudden,
acute, and paroxysmal nature of the symptoms, and the pain
being limited to one spot.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
On Joint-Diseases; their Pathology, Diagaosis, and Treatment;

including the Nature and Treatment of Deformities and
Curvatures of the Spine. By HOLMES COOTE, F.R.C.S.,
Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, &c. London : iRobert Hardwicke. 1867.

i
Tms book professes to be, as indeed to a great extent it is, ’

the recorded opinions and experiences of a surgeon to a large
London hospital, where, for many reasons, great facilities are
afforded for the study of joint-diseases. The author has, we
think wisely, adopted a somewhat vague title, which in no
way pledges him to be exhaustive, either in the simple enume-
ration of diseases, or of the various modes of treatment proper Ifor their cure. Indeed, an octavo volume of less than three
hundred pages, in good bold type, which ranges over nearly
the whole pathology and surgery of joint-disease, treats largely
of "orthopaedic surgery" and of the nature and treatment of
deformities and curvatures of the spine, and yet can afford to
give a whole chapter on ’’ the treatment of contracted toes
and corns"-such a volume, we say, must of necessity be
somewhat sketchy and imperfect. Bearing this in mind, we
have no desire to be hypercritical; and in noticing a few
defects, we are anxious in no way to detract from the general
goodness of the book.

In the first place, we think that the author has gone some-
what out of his way to make an absurd division of joint-
diseases when he classes them under the two heads, Synovitis,
and Inflammation of the Joints. How a case of acute syno-
vitis, frequently involving, as is afterwards shown, the entire
destruction of the joint, can be anything else than " inflani-
mation of the joint" we are at a loss to understand; and, on
the other hand, it is quite possible to have " inflammation,
acute and chronic, of the cancellous tissue of the head of the
bone," whilst the actual apparatus of the joint remains intact.
The chapter on General Pathology hardly bears out the

author’s statement at the end of the previous chapter, that he
has endeavoured to limit himself as far as possible to his own
opinions, rather than give a general r&eacute;sum&eacute; of those of others.
The experiments of Richet, the practical experience of Brodie
and Bryant, and the observations of Volkman (quoted from
the Year-Book of Surgery, 1861, p. 273), concluding with the
author’s colleague Mr. Callender’s opinions on py&aelig;mia, pretty
well make up this portion of the book. We cannot but feel that
here, so observant a surgeon as Mr. Holmes Coote, with such
a field before him for the study of the interior of diseased
joints as St. Bartholomew’s Hospital affords, has lost an oppor-
tunity of giving fresh information on this important subject.
Chapters III. and IV. contain much that is interesting and

structive, although we are surprised to find that the dangerous
operation of laying open a knee-joint to remove a loose carti-
lage was still practised at St. Bartholomew’s as late as the

year 1865. We have seen cartilages of all sizes removed by
the subcutaneous plan advocated by Mr. Scluare, of Plymouth,
without bad results in any case that we can remember ; and
our conviction is strongly against the old proceeding of open-
ing the joint as described by Mr. Holmes Coote.

Chapter V. will be found a most useful one, as it contains
many practical hints on the making of splints &e.. which it is
to be feared are only too necessary. One little point is worth

remembering : that a gutta-percha splint enveloping a limb,
be it moulded ever so well, is perfectly intolerable to the gene-rality of patients, unless it be well punched with holes to allow
of free ventilation.

In the chapters on the diseases of the joints of the upper
and lower extremities much valuable information is found.
The remarks on the diagnosis of hip-joint disease are good.
The notion that shortening of the limb arises, in most cases,
from dislocation on the dorsum ilii is combated, and a very
good rule laid down by which one may be pretty sure that the
head of the bone is in the socket-viz., when the anterior
superior spinous process of the ilium, the upper margin of the
trochanter major, and the tuberosity of the ischium are touched
by a straight line drawn from one to the other. We regret

that our author has not given us his own opinion instead ofDr. Hodge’s on the important operation of excision of the head
of the femur, and that he has taken no notice whatever of the
still more important proceeding -amputation at the hip-joint,
which has lately been had recourse to when all other chances
of saving life had been abandoned.
The same regret we must express, too, with regard to his

remarks on excision of the knee-joint, which seems to be Mr.
Holmes Coote’s bete noir. The case quoted at p. 139 is hardly

Ia a fortunate one for the author. The limb was only an inch
and a half shorter than its fellow, the eninhvsis had been left.

there was union, partly osseous and partly fibrous, between thefemur and tibia: all strong arguments against amputation.
"Could any result have been less satisfactory?" asks the
author. We emphatically answer, No! In 1862 another sur-

geon (of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, we suppose) amputated
an excision limb ; but, as it belonged to " an infant"-age not
stated,-and as no description is given of the parts, we are

unable to form any opinion as to the merits of the case. We
have no desire to unduly extol the operation of excision of the

knee-joint, and are well aware that in times past it has been
not unfrequently rashly performed; but the period has now
arrived to cast away old prejudices as well as to avoid rash
errors. And we are sorry that in this new work " On Joint-
Diseases" more space is not given to the calm and dispassionate
discussion of the many points connected with excision of the
larger joints.
The chapter on the spinal column, whilst it contains little

that is new, is a fair condensation of the pathology and treat-
ment of the various distortions met with in this portion of the
human frame. The same may be said of the chapter on
talipes.
The remarks on the treatment of cicatrices after burns are

very meagre, and as under any circumstances we think they
hardly find a place in such a work, it would have been
better had they been altogether omitted.
With the few exceptions we have taken above, we can

heartily recommend this book to the profession as embracing
in a small compass much valuable information on a class of
diseases most frequent of occurrence, and as yet not so well
understood as they might be.
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Matter: its Ministry to Life irz Health ctud Disease; and
Earth, as the natural Link between Organic and InortJarzic
Matte2-. By THOS, HAWKSLEY, M.D., &c. pp. 72. London.- e
John Churchill and Sons. 1867.&mdash;The author is known to be
an advocate for the introduction of the system of "earth-
closets," and this pamphlet is devoted to the cause. The posi-
tions sought to be established in the essay are : that the
refuse organic matter now wasted in the metropolis is of great
value when properly made use of ; that the present mode of
dealing with it n0t only fail’; to utilise it, but car-sea it to
become a. source of rsil, p&Uu’cin..’ the air W breathe and the
water we drink, and thus engendering much disease; that the
existing mude of severage is essentially an ; and incapable
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of improvement; and lastly, that the employment of dry earth
for absorbing, deodorising, and utilising refuse organic matter
affords a complete, salutary, and highly profitable method of
accomplishing all the objects of a sewerage system. The title
is high-flown: why not Earth-closets?

The Characteristics of Criticism in the " Westminster Review."
By LUKE OWEN PIKE, M.A. Being a letter to the Anthropo-
logical Reviczc. (Reprinted from the January numbe.)&mdash;Mr.
Pike takes the critic who reviewed his work on the " English
and their Origin" to task in as smart a style as can well be
imagined, and brings home to him in a most uncomfortable
way his want of observance of the Ninth Commandment.

On Collejiate Education in -elatio2i to the Intercommunity of
the Sciences. The Opening Address delivered at the Queen’s
College, Birmingham, Session 1866-67. By D. NELSON, M.D.
pp. 32. Simpkin, Marshall, and Co.-A discourse devoted to
the discussion of the fixed tendency of the present age to
recognise the co-ordination of all branches of knowledge, the
connexion and interweaving of each and all of them, and their
blending into one cosmic philosophy an emanation of the will
and wisdom of one God. ’

The Modern Treatment of Pneumonia in young Children.
By G. STEVENSON SMITH, L.R.C.S.E., &c.&mdash;A reprint from
the Edinburgh Medical Journal, Nov. 1866.

Sphygmographic Observations on the Pulse of Typhus. By
T. W. GRIMSHAW, A.B., M.B., C.M. (Dub.) pp. 12 Dublin:
Falconer.-The analysis of an extensive series of observations
on the typhus pulse conducted in the Cork-street Hospital;
showing a state of very low tension in the arteries, and that
the instrument gives a more accurate perception of the con-
dition of the heart than does the Sns-er.

flrt Inquiry into the Wtctfa of the Opinions generally enter-
tained regarding Malaria. By W. J. MOORE, Surg. Marwar
Political Agency.&mdash;The cause of intermittent fever is here

argued to be probably organic matter consumed with impure
water, rather than an invariable poison in the air.

Science Lectures for the People. Delivered in the Carpenters’
Hall, Brook-street, Manchester. pp. 203. London : Simpkin,
Marshall, and Co.&mdash;A verbatim report of a series of lectures
delivered to the working men of Manchester&mdash;on Elementary
Chemistry by Professor Rescoe, on Elementary Zoology by Dr.
Alcock, on Coal by Professor Jevons, and on Elementary
Physiology by Dr. T. E. Morgan.
Tapeworms and Threatworms (Human Entooa); their

Sources, Nature, and Treatment. By T. SPENCER COBBOLD,
M.D., F.R.S., F.L.S. Second Edition. pp. 101. London:

Longmans and Co. 1867. &mdash;We are not surprised at the ap-
pearance of a second edition of Dr. Cobbold’s little work on
Human Entozoa, containing as it does just the very knowledge
which everyone in practice ought to have at his fingers’ ends,
and plates that at once enable a man to settle dubious points
in diagnosis. In the chapter on Trichina Spiralis, Dr. Cobbold
has stated that the original discovery of the entozoon as a
veritable fleshworm is undoubtedly due to Mr. Paget, F.R.S.
This is an act of justice gracefully performed by the author.
The work ought to be in the hands of everyone who has the
least chance of treating patients infested with entozoa.

New editions of Debrett’s Illustrated Peerage, Baronetage,
Knightage, and House of Commons, are out. There are many
alterations and additions of interest to the medical profession.

Classification of the Functions of the Human Body, and the
Principles upon which it rests. By A. BUCHANAN, M.D.
pp. 24. London : Churchill and Sons.&mdash;The physiological
doctrine taught is this : that there are at least two forces in

operation to produce the ever-varying structures that present
themselves at every point of an organic system; there must
be some force everywhere to control the affinities of the

organic molecules; and the author argues that this force may

be "the mind diffused over the whole organism in combination
with its plastic elements; of which it everywhere modifies the
molecular attraction in conformity with the laws of its own

development. ’’

A C U P R E S S U R E.

DAVID KERR, M.D.,
Surgeon. Royal Infirmary, Aberdeen.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;My attention has just been directed to an article in
THE LANCET of the 23rd February, entitled "Notes on Acu-
pressure," by Sir James Y. Simpson, Bart., of Edinburgh. In

that paper my name has been very unnecessarily and unpro-
fessiolaally introduced ; and a case which came under my
superintendence in the hospital is brought forward in support
of acupressure, and conclusions are drawn, which I disown.
The case is so unfaithfully rendered that, but for the name
with which it is associated, 1 should never have recognised it
as my own. Even my position in the hospital is misrepre-
sented. I shall simply state the facts, and leave your readers
to draw their own conclusions.
About two years ago I amputated a thigh in the hospital for

disease of the knee. The posterior flap was not quite healthy,
having on it tv>=o or three ulcers, one of them sinuous. The
arteries were secured by ligatures, the last of which came
away on the fourteenth day. Early on the morning of the
twenty-eighth day, when the stump was all but healed, and
when every difficulty and every danger might have been sup-
posed to have been surmounted, haemorrhage took place, the
blood appearing to come from the posterior flap, and seemingly
in connexion with one of the old ulcers which had not healed
up. The house-surgeon, very properly, elevated the stump,
and applied cold. This, however, did not succeed in arresting
the bleeding, and manual pressure was applied to the artery as it
passes over the pubes. I was sent for, and reached the hospital
between seven ’and eight o’clock. As the patient had lost a
large quantity of blood before the accident was discovered,
and the case appeared of serious import, I requested a con.
sultation, but none of my colleagues were forthcoming except
Dr. Fiddes, whom the messenger had accidentally met. Dr.
Fiddes suggested acupressure, and, willing to give it a fair
trial, I introduced the needle a little below Poupart’s ligament,
but it did not command the bleeding. Manual pressure was

again resorted to, and maintained for five hours. After this
the bleeding did not return, being arrested no doubt by the
clot of blood, which had formed, lying over and pressing on
the bleeding vessel; and this clot the circulation, enfeebled by
loss of blood, had been unable to disturb. The needle, how-
ever, ccs suggested, was allowed to remain for several days; but
as it had produced a very swollen and cedematous condition of
the stump in consequence of its unavoidable pressure on the
vein, it was then removed. In this case your readers will not
fail to see that the needle was not triumphant.

In his notes Sir James has brought forward another case,
to which I lay no claim, never having seen it ; I presume it
is a case which occurred in our hospital three weeks ago; but
I was unfortunately prevented from being present by a profes-
sional engagement. The patient had both his thighs ampu-
tated for a crushing railway accident which had just occurred
at one of our stations. This also is given as another case of
successful acupressure; but both Sir James and his corre-

spondent have forgotten to mention the triumphant issue. I

therefore beg to add that the poor man died three hours after
the operation.

My mind, I hope, is open to conviction and the reception of
truth, but I confess I am not yet converted to acupressure;
and I "frankly and ingenuously" acknowledge that, although
I have not yet attained to the years of my esteemed colleague,
I do hope I am old enough&mdash;too old I trust&mdash;to give up the
ligature for a mode of practice which has nothing to recom.
mend it but its novelty.
i I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

March 2nd, 1867.
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.&mdash;Professor Huxley,
F. R. S., will deliver the last of his course of twenty-four lectures
on the Osteology and Dentition cf the Sauropsida this day
(Saturday). Professor Hancock will deliver a course of six

lectures on the Anatomy and Surgery of the Foot, in continua-tion of his course of last year.


